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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Patron,

Welcome to Ballet Rl's new production of Swan Lake!

It is with immense pride and excitement that |
welcome you to this reimagining of one of ballet's
maost iconic and beloved works, Swan Lake is more
than just a cornerstone of the classical repertoire it is
a symbol of the art form’s beauty, depth, and power to
move us.

N . Kathleen Breen Combes
Taking on Swan Lake is no small task. Its legacy looms Artistic Executive Director

large, and rightly so. But it is precisely because of that

legacy that we felt compelled to revisit it, not to rewrite it, but to breathe
new life into it. This production honors the tradition while opening

new doors, inviting today's audiences into its timeless story with fresh
perspective and renewed energy.

Creating this version alongside Yury Yanowsky for Ballet Rl has been
an extraordinary journey, one that has united our dancers, designers,
and creative collabarators in a spirit of passion and purpose. It has also
been a deeply communal experience, made possible by the support,
enthusiasm, and belief of the broader Rhode Island arts community.

We hope this Swan Lake inspires you, surprises you, and most of all,
reminds you of the enduring magic of ballet. Thank you for being here to
share this moment with us.

With gratitude,

Kathleen Breen Combes

wih W@CMéw

Cover Photo by Jeffrey Lei
Ballet Rl Company Artists Garret McMally & Heather Nichols
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Kathleen Breen Combes, Artistic Executive Director

Veterans Memorial Auditorium
Providence, R

May 3-4, 2025

Music: Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
Staging: Kathleen Breen Combes, Yury Yanowsky, Anais Chalendard
Costumes: Arlinda Performance
Costume Design: Hailey Corrigan
Lighting Design: Conor Mulligan

Production Manager & Technical Director: Adam Ramsey
Stage Manager. Chris Redihan
Assistant Stage Managers: Madison Perez, Maddie Laxo
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Long before our story begins, Odette, a beautiful princess of a faraway land, falls under the speli of
von Rothbart, 2 wicked sorcerer. Von Rothbart, eager for power, disguises himself and gains the favor
of the Queen Mother. He bacomes the trusted Tutor for the young Prince. However, the Prince stands
in the way of his ultimate power, and thus a plot is hatched,

Act | - The Prince's Birthday Party:

It is Prince Siegfried's twenty-first birthday, and he is celebrating with friends. The Queen Mather
arrives to give him his present, a crossbow, and reminds him that, as he is to become King, he must
choose a bride at the ball the next evening. She leaves, bidding him to enjoy himself, but reminding
him again to think about his royal obligation to be wed. Slegfried, realizing that his carefree days
are at an end, leaves the party at the height of the festivities to seek the solace of the woods. Ven
Rothbart disgulsed as Slegfried's confidant leads him to the lake.

Act |l - Some hours later. By the Lake:
Prince Siegfried enters a moonlit clearing in the forest and sees a magnificent swan in flight. He
carefully takes aim, but, to his astonishment, the bird transforms into a breathtakingly beautiful girl,
and he withdraws into the trees to observe her. Unable to resist his curiosity, he steps out, only to
startle and frighten her. He assures her he will do her no harm and asks her to explain the marvel
he has just seen. Impressed by his gentleness, Odette unburdens the story of her plight. She tells
him she Is a Princess of high birth who fell under the spell of an evil sorcerer, and now her fate Is
to be a swan; only in the hours of darkness may she assume her human form. She tells him she is
condemned for eternity, and only If her true love swears eternal fidelity to her and marries her can
she find release. Only then can the spell be broken. But if he should farswear her, then she must
remain a swan forever. At that moment, von Rothbart now as his true form, a sorcerer, appears. The
prince, in his passion, reaches for his crossbowy, but Odette immediately protects the sorcerer with
her body, for she knows that if he s killed before the spell is broken, she too will die. The sorcerer
disappears, and Odette slips away Into the forest. Slegfried realizes his fate is now entwined with
hers. Dawn approaches and Cdette Is compelled by the spell to return to her gulise as a swan.
Slegfried Is left awestruck.

Act lll - The Great Hall:
Trumpets announce the start of tha ball. Eligible
young princesses from all over the world arrive
to be introduced to Prince Siegfried so that he
may choose a bride. They present their national
dances for the entertainment of the Prince
and the Queen Mother. The praspective brides
dance for them, and the Queen Mother reminds
. Slegfried that he must choase one for his wife.
/- As Slegfrled struggles with his responsibility to
marry, his mind remains with Cdette, and he
cannot choose, Trumpets announce a surprise
guest. It is von Rothbart again disguised as
his Tutor, with his daughter Odile. Siegfried is
seduced by her, as von Rothbart holds the court
in thrall. siegfried announces his intention to
marry Cdile. Von Rothbart asks Siegfried to
swear fidelity. He realizes too late that he has
been the victim of a terrible plot. Grief-stricken,
slebgfrled rushes to the lakeside.

Act IV - By the Lake:

- Siegfried, bursting intothﬂ glade, discovers

‘Odette and begs for har forgiveness, Odette

tells Siegfried she must kill herself, or she will be
a swan forevermore. Slegfried, knowing that his
destiny is forever changed, declares he will not
allow that to happen and pleads with the swans
to use all thelr strength to help him break
the curse, Seeina the true lave within Prince
siegfried the bevy of swans band together and
their strength and combined love for Odette
break the spell. Vion Rothbart is vanquished,

N and his power ended. Emerging from the lake
-, Odette is wrapped In Prince Siegfried's arms.

~saved by the sisterhood of woman who gave

their sauls for her redemption.
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Casting
May 3, 2025 1:30pm

PROLOGUE

ODETTE/ODILE Alexandria Troianos
PRINCE SIEGFRIED Brian Gomez
BARON VON ROTHBART Styles Dykes

ACTI

PAS DE TRIOS Ashley Griffin, Emma Guertin, Garret
McNally

QUEEN Emma LeBlanc

WALTZ Joao Alves, Jackson Calhoun,
Gianna DeMassio, Stephen Gunter,
Anjali Hern, Julia Hughes, Eliza Jones,
Alexa Kearnan, Nia Lessard,
Audrey Lukacz, AJ Maio,
Corinne Mulcahy, Clay Murray,
Kian Reagan-Caer, Jayden Towers,
Massiel Valderrama, Katherine Vigly,
Hannah Wood

ACT Il
TALL SWANS Tara McCally, Anna Lisa Wilkins

Julia Hughes, Corinne Mulcahy,
CYGNETS Heather Nichols, Nina Yoshida-Webster

SWAN CORPS Gianna DeMassio, Ashley Griffin,
Anjali Hern, Nia Lessard, Audrey Lukacz,
Meghan Rice, Maya Sprague,
Jayden Towers, Katherine Vigly,
Hannah Wood

INTERMISSION

continued on the next page
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Casting
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ACT I

PRINCESSES Ashley Griffin, Emma Guertin,
Anjali Hern, Anna Lisa Wilkins

SPANISH 3Jackson Calhoun, Stephen Gunter,
Tara McCally, Katherine Vigly

NEOPOLITAN cClay Murray, Nina Yoshida-Webster

HUNGARIAN AJ Maio, Audrey Lukacz
Gianna DeMassio, Nia Lessard,
Jayden Towers, Katherine Vigly

ACT Il COURT Grace Armour, Alexis Dawson,
Hayley Donahue, Emma Halter,
Alexa Kearnan, Eliza Jones,
Cameron Sedlack, Adele Walden

ACT IV
ENTIRE ENSEMBLE

This performance made possible with support from Providence Tourism Council.

Music: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Staging: Kathleen Breen Combes, Anais Chalendard, Yury Yanowsky
Rehearsal Directors: Christopher Anderson, Leticia Guerrero
Costumes: Arlinda Performance
Costume Design: Hailey Corrigan
Costume Manager: Maxine Wheelock
Production Manager: Adam Ramsey
Projections: Olivia Lancellotta
Stage Manager: Chris Redihan
Assistant Stage Managers: Maddie Laxo, Madison Perez
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KATHLEEN BREEN COMBES

After an illustrious career as Principal Dancer with Boston Ballet, Kathleen
Brean Combes brings her extensive artistic and administrative experience
to Ballet Rl With an expert eye for world-class art and a cormmitrnent to
developing young talent, she s leading a superbly trained company and
creating an innovative, accessible and inclusive organization that will bring
ballet ta the farefront of the cultural landscape of Bhode Island and beyond.,

When with Boston Ballet, The New York Times hailed Breen Combaes as a
“ballerina of cclossal scale and boldness.” She was awarded the Letkowitz
Awvard for Special Achievernent at the New York International Ballet
Competition at Lincoln Center in 2003 and was featured on the cover of Dance
Magazinge in 2007 Breen Combes was nominated for the prestigious Benois
de |a Danse award for her portrayal of Juliet in Cranko's Romeo and Juliet and
litania in Balanchine's A Midsummer Night's Dream in 2012 and was invited
to perform at the warld-renowned Bolshol Theatre in Moscow, Russia. Her versatile repertoire
includes principal roles in the classical repertoire along with works by Wheeldon, Forsythe,
McGregar, Ekman, Yanowsky, Pickett, Robbins, Kylidan, and Balanchine. She originated the

title role in Jorma Elo's Carmen, as well as Close to Chuck and Break the Eyes, and has worked
exclusively with William Forsythe, originating rcles in Playlist and Pas/Parts among many others.

Breen Combes, originally from NY, received her early training from the Fort Lauderdale Ballet
Classigue, the HARID Conservatary, and The Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet before joining
the Washington Ballet in 2000. She joined Boston Ballet in 2003 and rose to the rank of principal
dancer in 2009, ariginating numerous roles by praminent choreagraphers, as well as performing
title roles in a large variety of classical and nao-classical works.

Alongside her performing career, Breen Combes holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Communications and Management and a Graduate Certificate in Mon-profit Management
from Nartheastern University, She worked within the Development and Artistic Administrative
Departments while at Boston Ballet as well as serving as the AGMA Union representative for

the company from 2012-20016, She has been featured in and contributed to numeraus print
articles in Dance Spirit, Pointe Magazine, and Dance Magazine among others. In 2014, Breen
Combes created a TedEd video entitled "Rethinking Ballet” and has been a guest speaker at The
University of Massachusetts, University of Tokyo, Martheastern University and Harvard University.

ANAIS CHALENDARD

Origirally from Roanne, France, Anais Chalendard trained with Carale
Bentolila, a student of Paris Qpera School's Max Borroni, and at the Mational
School of Dance in Marseille under the direction of Reland Petit and
Dominique Khalfouni.

At the age of 17, after graduating with a baccalaureate in Economics and
Paolitical Science, she received her first professional contract with the
Deutsch Oper am Rhein under the direction of Youri Vamos. Shortly after,
she was offered a contract with the Berlin State Opera under the direction
of Viadimir Malakow.

IN 2003, Chalendard joined the Badische Staatstheater Karlsruhe under
the direction of Birgit Keill, where she becarne a principal dancer. There, armong other leading
parts, Chalendard premiered the leading role in Terence Kohler's Anna Karenina and Gamzatti
in his La Bayadeére, In 2008, she joined English National Ballet under the direction of Wayne
Eagling, where she was promoted to first soloist following performances in Manon and The
Dwing Swan. She also appeared in performances organized by Carlos Acosta, dancing a pas de
deux created by Adam Hougland especially for her and Junor de Cliveira Souza.

In 2009, she received the Emerging Lancer Lward after dancing "Nikiya's Death” from La
Bayadére, In 2012, Chalendard appeared at the Nureyey Festival in Russia as Giselle with
Principal dancer Jozef Varga from Het National Ballet, and as Odette/Odile in Derek Dean's
Swan Lake with English National Ballet. Shortly after, she was listed among the 100 Best
Dancers in the World by Dance Europe Magazine. In June 2013, she was invited to dance Erik
Bruhn's La Sylphide with Friedermann Vogel, principal with the Stuttgart Ballet, and Rolando
Sarabia, international guest artist, at the Teatro dell Opera di Roma



ANAIS CHALENDARD

Chalendard joined Boston Ballet in 2013 as a second soloist, w wamaoted to soloist in 2014, and
principal in 2016, During this time, she perforrmed inworks such as Florence Clere's La Bayadére
George Balanchine's Viclin Concerto, Miko Missinen's Swan Lake, Val Caniparoli's The Lady of the
Camalias, John Cranko'’s Romeo and Juliet, and mare

Chalendard has been invited to dance at the World Ballet Competition Star's Gala in Orlando,
FL, has served as a jury member at the World Ballet Competition, and has taught surmmer
intensives with Da Theater Internaticnal, Allen Conservatary, and Boston Ballet School.

n 2019, Anais was invited to dance with Kammer Tanzer and Flavio Salamanka during the
Meozart Foundation's Salzburg Festival and performed as a guest artist with the Joburg Ballet in
the rale of Princess Aurora in Maina Gielgud's production of The Sleeping Beauty She officially
retired from the stage in Qctober 2019 after performing the title role of Giselle in a special and
last guest appearance with Joburg Ballet.

YURY YANOWSKY

Internationally renowned dancer and award-winning choreographer

Yury Yanowsky was a Principal Dancer with the Boston Ballet for over twao
decades and an international guest artist most notakly with The Royal
Ballet, Mational Ballet of Prague, National Ballet of China, and Pennsylvania
Ballet. Known for his bravura technique and stage presence he was hailed
far his versatility in both classical and contermporary works,

Yanowsky won First Prize at the Prix de Lausanne and the Silver meda

at the Varna and U S International Ballet Competitions. He trained with
Carmen Delgado de Robles, Anatol Yanowsky, and the Ballet Nacional de
Culba

Yury's passion for chorecgraphy began early in his dancing career and
aver the past decade he has had the opportunity tao s & his work arcund the world.,
He has been commissionad to create new works for Boston Ballet, Boston Ballet 2, Bundes
Jugend Ballet, Jacobs Pillow Cala, Atlanta Ballet, Tulsa Ballet, Richmond Ballet, Isabella

W

n 2015, he was awarded the Chareographic Prize at the prastigious Erik Bruhn Competition
and his ballet Smoke and Mirrors for Boston Ballet was named "Best in Dance for 2016" by
[he Arts Fuse and hailed as a “visual and chaoreographic masterpiece”. In 2018 he founded
Dance YaNOWsky, a small touring company that was dedicated to his vision. Yanowsky 1s
focused on creating new works that are relevant and reflective of today's society, oftentimes
using unigue collaborations to enhance his works. In 2021, His new full-length version of The
Mutcracker with Ballet Rhode Island was hailed by the Boston Globe as “Awe Inspiring” and
met with bath box office and critical acclaim.

Yanowsky has served as Movement Consultant for American Repertory Theatre and as
Movernent Director for The Boston Lyric Opera, A dedicated and experienced teacher and
coach, he has taught at Boston Bzllet, Boston Arts Academy, and Centro Coreographico Las
Palmas de Gran Canaria, and Harvard University. In 2020 Yanowsky was named the Artistic
Curator of Ballet Rhode |sland where he is resident choreographer and responsible for
overseeing all the artistic productions of the aorganization.
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CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON

Christopher Anderson trained as a student under the tutelage of
Marika Besabrasova at the Academie de Danse de Princess Grace.

He also trained at North Carolina School of the Arts and finished his
training at San Francisco Ballet School, under the guidance of Richard
Cammack and Anatole Vilzak. He joined San Francisco Ballet where

he had an illustrious 16-year career as a Soloist, working with and
perfarming works by William Forsythe, David Bintley, Jiri Kylian, Ceorge
Balanchine, and Mark Morris to name a few. Christopher went on to
dance as an International Guest Artist before finishing his dance career
as a Principal Dancer with Alberta Ballet. After retiring, he continued
his lifelong journey with ballet as a full-time faculty member of Baston
Ballet School for 16 vears, honing and developing his pedagogical skills
before joining the Ballet Rl team. At Ballet Rl Christopher continues to
share his passion for Ballet as an Artistic Coach, Director of SDI and as
Principal of the Core Division of the School of Ballet RI.

LETICIA GUERRERO

A native of Venezuela, Ms. Guerrero received her early training at the
Keyla Ermecheo Ballet School in Caracas. She has performed with
numerous companies including Ballet Nueve Mundo de Caracas,
Metropolitan Ballet of Caracas, Minnesota Dance Theatre, Michigan
Ballet, Charleston Ballet Theatre, Jose Mateo's Ballet Theatre and
Cadence Dance Project.

She has created leading roles in ballets in Gianni Dimarco's El Armor
Brujo, Schehérazade and Azucar, Plotnikov's Carrmmen, The Widow's
Broom, Loof and Let Dime and Coma, De Bouteiller's Romeo and
Juliet and FBP's 2006 premiere of Don Quixote. Other leading roles
include Balanchine's Allegro Brillante, Rubies, Tschaikovsky Pas de
Deux, Tarantella, Who Cares?, Pelzig's The Princess and the Pea, Swan
Lake and Eldar Aliev's A Thousand and One Nights, Ms, Guerrers also
participated in the 2004 Venezusla Del Mundo Gala and was recognized
for representing Venezuela internationally with high standards

and "projection, dignity and beauty.” In addition Pravidence Mayar
David Cicilline awarded a Citizens Citation for her "exceptional and

/\ Y

wholehearted devotion for the art of dance”

After her retirement from the stage in May 2012, she transitioned into her new role as Ballet
Mistress with the Company, and as a faculty member with School of Ballet Rl where she
cantinues to pass on her knowledge to a new generation of dancers,

ian travis
BARNARD SCHOOL OF

CAMPS,
CLASSES,
& MORE!
AGES 3+




COMPANY DANCERS

JOAO ALVES
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Sao Paulo, Brazil
@joao.savan

Training & Education: Professional Division at Balleto Dance Studio
and The Rock Schoaol for Dance Education. Former dancer at AMA
Dance Theatre,

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: La Esmeroido, Coppelia,
Esmeralda, Le Corsaire, Giselle.

Fun Fact: I'm very connected with social media.

STYLES DYKES
Joined: 2024, Hometown: Rochester, NY

@ styles_davinel

[raining & Education:; Odasz Dance Theatre 2018-2021, Tulsa Ballet
Center for Dance Education 2021-2022

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Being on NBCs World of Dance
Season 4

Fun Fact: | can hold a handstand for aver 3 minute!

BRIAN GOMEZ
Joined: 2023, Hometown: Havana, Cuba
@briangomez_24

Trairing & Education: National Ballet School of Cuba "ENA"
Accomplishment I'm most proud of. To have been promaoted to
the position of Principal Dancer at the age of 18,

Fun Fact If | hadn't been a dancer, | would have liked to be a
soccer player.

ASHLEY GRIFFIN
Joined: 2023, Hometown: Florence, SC
© @ ashleygriffin

Trairing & Education: Boston Ballet School's Pre-Professional
RProgram, Orlando Ballet Traines, and Qrlando Ballet Second
Company. Jained Dayton Ballet as a Company dancer in 2020,
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Dancing professionally at
three professional companies while earning two college degrees,
Fun Fact My dream rale is Juliet from Romeo and Julist, my
favorite role is the Sugar Plum Fairy from The Nutcracker, and one
my favorite hobbies is photographing new places and experiences
around the world.

EMMA GUERTIN
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Oakville, Ontario, Canada
@emmaguertin

Training & Education: Qakville school of ballet, Orlando Ballet, Atlanta
Ballet

Accomplishmen I'm maost proud of: ot over my fear of
chorecgraphing/improv & chorecgraphed my first piece for Up Close
on Hope last season

Fun Fact: | speak French Canadien, nde harses, play golf, modeal, sing,
and take hee| classes!




COMPANY DANCERS (cont.)

STEPHEN GUNTER

Joined: 2023, Hometown: Winston-Salem NC
@ @sgunter_dance

Training & Education: Undergraduate and High School training at
UMCSA from 2016-2022, received BFA In ballet performance and
pedagogy. Summer intensives at the Bolshoi Ballet Acadermy, Ellison
Ballet and Pittsburgh Ballet Theater

Accomplishment 'm proud of. Performing in YAGRE's 20th
Anniversairy Internationzl Dance Schoal Festival, in the cast of liya
Kozadayey's Dream(s)pace

Fun Fact: Stephen has worked with the Board of the Angels Race, a
nonprofit dedicated to empaowering educators and students alike,
They offer grants to elementary school teachers, scholarships for high
school seniors, and support various youth programs within MNorth
Carclina and Virginia.

AUDREY LUKACZ
Joined: 2020 Hometown: Portsmouth, NH

@ @audreylukacz

fraining & Education: Portsmouth School of Ballet, B.A in Dance
Pedagogy from Butler University.

Accomplishrment I'm proud of Graduating from Butler University
with my Dance Pedagogy degree in 3.5 years and getting rmy first
professional contract with Ballet RI.

Fun Fact: | dowheel thrown pottery and thrift avidly | also am the
Social Media Manager and Marketing Assistant for Ballet RI!

AJ MAIO
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Barrington, RI
[@a.m_jos

Training & Education: School of Ballet BRI, University of Utah BFA,
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Graduating from the University
of Utah with my Ballet BFA degroe,

Fun Fact: | lowe Ukrainian folk dancing and teach character dance at
the School of Ballet BRI

TARA McCALLY
Joined: 2021, Hometown: Houston, TX

© @Tara.mccally

Training & Education: Feljoo Ballet Schoal under Nelson Madrigal,
Lorna and Lorena Feijoo

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Though | am so proud of all of
my achievernents in ballet, | arm maost proud of the family I've made
on the east coast!

Fun Fact I'mrelated to Alexander Hamilton and John Wilkes booth




COMPANY DANCERS (cont.)
GARRET MCNALLY

Joined: 2022, Hometown: New Orleans, LA

)] @gsmchnally

Training & Education: University of North Carolina School of the
Arts

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Graduating with a Bachelors
of Fine Arts in History from the University of New Orleans.

Fun Fact. I 'was a background dancer in the Netflix ariginal “Tall
Girl 2" as well as TNT's "Claws”

CLAY MURRAY
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Hattiesburg, MS

@ Eiclaymurray

Training & Education: South Mississippi Ballet Theatre, Houston
Ballet Academy, Pacific Morthwest Ballet

Accomplishment 'm most proud of; Overcoming a major knes
surgery and coming back to ballet,

Fun Fact about yourself: | love going to concerts and the gym.

HEATHER NICHOLS
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Richmond, VA

© @heathercnichols @h.nichols.choreography

Training & Education: West End Academy of Dance, School of
Richmond Ballet, Richmond Ballet Trainee, B.S in Dance Pedagogy
fram Butler University

Accomplishrment I'm most proud of: Once | began dancing with
professional caompanies in 2009, | have had four ankle surgeries. |

am mast proud of my perseverance in returning to the studic and
the stage each time, stronger, maore vibrant, and with a renewed
understanding, not anly far my love of dance, but also the incredible
things that my body can overcome

Fun Fact: As an emerging chareographer, | have created waorks
including "Meraki” for Kansas City Ballel [2022), "Eau D'Effervescence’
[2023) and "Genesis” (2024] for BalletRIL and "“Versipellis” (2024) for
Moving Arts Co. My work "Meraki” was restaged for Pointe Works'
inaugural season in San Diego, CA in the summer of 2024, and will be
performed again in New York, NY in March of 2025!

ALEXANDRIA TROIANOS
Joined: 2023, Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA

©@ @lexi_troianos

Training & Educaticn: Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School for 7 years
and Elite Dance by Damian also for 7 years,

Accomplishment I'm mast proud of: Perfaorming the role of
Cinderella in Yury Yanowsky's world premiere of Cinderella.
Fun Fact: | started dancing in cormmercial dance competitions
when | was & and at age 14 | decided to focus on ballet.




COMPANY DANCERS (cont.)

KATHERINE BICKFORD VIGLY
Joined: 2015, Hometown: Miami, FL / Fryeburg, ME

© @kjjbickford

Training & Education: Dance Empire, Partland Schoaol of Ballet,
Canada's Mational Ballet School, B.S. in Ecology and Environmental
Science frorm the University of Maine.

Accompelishment 'm moest proud of; Making a career as a
prafessional dancor,

Fun Fact: | like learning about insects and how they shape our world,
Bombus perplexus is my favorite

ANNA LISA WILKINS
Joined: 2020, Hometown: East Longmeadow, MA

@ @annalisa.wwilx

fraining & Education: Massachusetts Academy of Ballet, Irina
Vakhromeeva, Hartt School Cormmunity Division, Indiana University
Jacobs School of Music

Accomplishment 'rm most proud ol Having the opportunity to
work for an organization as both a dancer and an administrative
manager. I'm living my dream while also gaining experience that
will help me develop and impact live performance art from both
sides of the stage.

Fun Fact: Everyone in my family was born on the 12th or the 31st -
by chance!

NINA YOSHIDA-WEBSTER
Joined: 2020, Hometown: Madison, NJ

@@ninaballcrinags

Training & Education: Celsey Kirkland Acadermy, B.A in Dance
Porformance, St Mary's College of California’'s LEAP program

Accomplishment 'm most proud of Choreographing for the first
time for Ballet RI's 2025 Made on Hope production!

Fun Fact | walked every single block in Manhattan with rmy
husband, Kincade | also love to garden and take on more cralting
projects than | can keep up with, including knitting and sewing my
own clothes, needlepointing, and making Nantucket Baskets!



APPRENTICES

JACKSON CALHOUN

Joined: 2024, Hometown: Winston-Salem, NC

@ @hjacksonbleu

Training & Education: University of North Carolina School of the Arts
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: In 2023 | became a professional
choreographer, it is always something | have done and deeply enjoyed.
Fun Fact: | lowve art, visual, musical and performance, it is the expression
of the human soul that gets me right!

GIANNA DEMASSIO
Joined: 2023, Hometown: Highland NY
@ @qgigi.825

Training & Education: New Raltz Ballet and Rittsburgh Ballet Theater
School. Traineeships with Charlotte Ballet and Richrmond Ballet
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: | arm rmost proud of all the works |
have choreographed and put on stage.

Fun Fact: | love rock concerts and baking!

JULIA HUGHES
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Christchurch, New Zealand
@ @juliiahughes

Training & Education: Alberta Ballet School, currently pursuing a B.A In
Peolitics & International relations and sccial anthropology
Accomplishment I'm maost proud of: Moving to the other side of the
world at the age of 15 from New Zealand to Canada to pursue my
passion as a dancer.

Fun Fact: When | was © vears old, | participated in violin busking Lo raise
3 surn of over 1000 for the Christchurch Earthquake Mayoral Relief fund
and the following year for the Red Cross Canterbury relief fund, for the
2010 & 201 Canterbury Earthguakes.

ALEXA KEARNAN

Joined: 2021, Hometown: Uxbridge, MA

@ @alexakearnan

Training & Education: Deane Dance Studio in Mendon, MA,
Accomplishiment 'momost proud of: T am proud of my growth technically
and artistically here at Ballet RI.

Fun Fact: | love to choreograph and | was able to work on my first piece
last season called "Colden Energy”. | hope to continue exploring my love
for chorecgraphing in the future,

CORINNE MULCAHY
Joined: 2022, Hometown: Philadelphia, PA
@ [@corinnemulcahyy

Training& Education: The School of Philadelphia Ballet
Accarmplishrment 'm most proud of: My ability to balance multiple areas
of life while continually achieving personal growth in each ane,

Fun Fact: | am working toward my Bachelor's in Data Analytics and
Psychological Sciences at UPenn.




APPRENTICES (cont.)

MAYA HUI SPRAGUE

Joined: 2024, Hometown: San Fransisco, CA

@ @mayahsprague

Training & Education: San Francisco Ballet School, Boston Ballet

Graduate Program, and Kansas City Ballet Second Company.
ccomplishment I'm most proud of: Performing alongside the San

Francisco Ballet in Helgi Tomasson’'s Nutcracker and Swan Lake, with

the Boston Ballet in Petipa/Aashton's The Sleeping Beauty, and with

Kansas City Ballet in Val Caniparoli's Jekyll and Hyde, Devon Carney's The

Mutcracker and Peter Pan, and George Balanchine's Ermeralds. Receiving

rmy first professional contract with Ballet Rhode Island,

Fun Fact: | enjoy cocking and watching sunsats!

JAYDEN TOWERS

Joined: 2023, Hometown: Coral Springs, FL

@ [ jayden.towers

lraining & Education: Fort Lauderdale Youth Ballet, The Harid
Conservatory, Alberta Ballet School, and Ellison Ballet

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Graduating from Ellison Ballet at 18
and receiving my first professional contract with Ballet RI straight out of
high school!

Fun Fact: During the summer especially, | love going to the beach early
in the morning to watch the sunrise. There is something so relaxing and
beautiful about the sun rising over the horizon. It instantly makes my day
better!

MASSIEL VALDERRAMA

Joined: 2023, Hometown: Lara, Venezuela
@ @massiel1909

Training & Education: Maria Teresa Alford School

Accornplishrment I'm most proud of: That daspite having emigrated from
my country | was able to continue exercising my passion as a professional.
Fun Fact about yourself: When | 'was a child I wanted to study "Petroleum
Engineering” but here | am, living my life as a dancer

HANNAH WOOD

Joined: 2021, Hometown: Westminster, MD

@ @hannah elisebeth

Training/Education: Carroll County Dance Center then BalletMet before
joining Ballet R

Accormplishment you are most proud of: receiving my Tirst paid contract
frorm Ballet Rl

Fun Fact about yourself: | love board games




JUNIOR APPRENTICES

GRACE ARMOUR

Joined: 2024, Hometown: Shrewsbury, MA

@ @gracearmaurr

Training & Education: The Classical Training Program at the Dallas
Conservatory, The Hanowver Theatre Conservatory

Accomplishment I'm most proud of Beginning a professional carser with
Ballet RI!

Fun Fact: | crochet legwarmers and ballet warmup wear.

ANJALI HERN

Joined: 2023, Hometown: Valencia, CA

@ manjalihern

Training & Education: Marat Daukayev School of Ballet, RPittsburgh Ballet
Theatre Graduate Program.

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Signing my first contract with Ballet B!
Fun Fact: | am half Cuban and speak some Spanish!

NIA LESSARD

Joined: 2023, Hometown: Framingham, MA

@ @niagracelessard

Training & Education: Pacific Northwest Ballet Professional Division
Accomplishment I'm most proud of: | am mest proud of who | 2m as an artist,
inmy authenticity, curiosity and love that | bring o my dancing every day.
Fun Fact | collect vintage medial | have cassette tapes, 8-tracks, vinyl records,
and about 75 VHS tapes that | watch on my YCR TV,

MEGHAN RICE

Joined: 2024, Hometown: Coral Springs, FL

@ @meghanrice_

Training & Education: Houston Ballet Acaderny, Joffrey Ballet Trainee Chicago,
English National Ballet Trainee

Accomplishment I'm most proud of: Starting ballet at 12 and pushing myself to
make the ballet career of my dreams.

Fun Fact: | love to choreograph, especially contemparary pieces, and have
made 3 of my own works so far. | alse love to write, and am currently writing a
murder mystlery novel!

TRAINEES
JORDYN CHEPOLIS EDIE CLARKE ALEXIS DAWSON
NATALIE MAY DIXON  GINA DEROMA  HAYLEY DONAHUE
EMMAHALTER  ELIZAJONES ANNEKAJONES SAMANTHA LADNER
ERIN MILLER HELEN RAWLS CAMERON SEDLACK — SOPHIA
SPARROW ADELE WALDEN  ANNABELLE THIBODEAU

Dzncer headshots iy lan Travis Barnard



DONORS AND SPONSORS

We wish to extend our continued gratitude to the generous support of our sponsors and donaors.
The list of donors below represents the pericd of September 1, 2023 through December 31, 2024,

Visionary $10,000+
Anonymous
BankFive
Ana Coronel
Emma Clyde Hodge Memorial Fund
Florence Family Fund
Friendship Foundation
Gail Higgins Fogarty
HarborOne Foundation
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Betsy Keady
Papitto Opportunity Connection
Providence Tourism Council
RI Commerce
Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
Eve and Jon Rounds
Shubert Foundation
Alan & Marie Weiss



Choreographer $3,000-$9,999

Anonymous (2x)
Joan & Richard Abrams
Michael & Eileen Brady

Bristol County Savings Charitable
Foundation

City of Providence Department of Art,
Culture and Tourism

Susan & John Combes

Crag Esposito

John E. Fogarty Foundation
Alyssa Barrett Litoff

Natalie Major

Donald & Mary McClure

The McCutcheon Foundation
Maria Montanaro & David Warner
Joseph Nauman

Jane S. Nelson

Janet L. Rebinson

Richard Saltzman & Sherry Kriss
Santina Siena, MD

Seven Stars Bakery

Southcoast Health

Kent Stetson

Martha E. Stone

Principal $1,500-$2,999

Anonymous

Deming & Jane Sherman

Bianca Batar

Antonia & Thomas Bryson

Lucent Lighting Inc.

Charles & Cheryl Cavalconte

IGT Global Scolutions

Nancy Kleniewski & Bill Davis

lona Dobkins Art Fund

Cynthia & John Hughes
tephen Lane & Vanessa Hicks

Joyce L. Lincoln

Stefan Petrella

Georgeanne T. Roe

Brett Smiley & James DeRentis

Kristen Westmoreland & Duncan Maio

Don & Kitty Weinberg

Soloist $500-$1,499

Rena Abeles

American Online Giving Foundation
Bob & Roberta Andreozzi

James Baird

Ting Barnard

Ellen & Keniv Beaulieu

April & Jeffrey Chase-Lubitz
Melody Davis

Dr. & Mrs. Edwards-Tavares

Susan Friedman

Joel Goloskie

Jeff & Julie Halter

Jennifer Kiddie

Stephen Kosacz

Audrey & Phillip Kydd

Holly C. Laurent

The LeBlanc Family

Cary & Patricia Lemarr Petersen
Patrice Franko & L. Sandy Majsel
Natalie Major

Jeremy May

Linda McGoldrick

Wendy Miller

Pamela Nelson Erskine

Ellen Oatmeyer Cuertin

David & Michelle Pavao

Providence Performing Arts Center
Dr. Herb Rakatansky & Barbara Sokoloff
Channing & Whitney Ray-Dawsaon
Maxine Richrman

Randall Rosenbaum

Laurine Ryan Perry

Nancy Safer

Frederick W. Stolle & Esther Sclondz
William Tifft & Ellen Bruzelius

Demi-Soloist $250-$499
Anyonymous

Lisa Bigney

Zack Carbona

Roger Carlsten

Karen Carsano & Daniel Williman
Don Coxe & Jennifer Davis
DePetrillo's Pizza & Bakery
Cynthia & Steven Ciles

Diane & WG Gooding

Barbara Harris & Seth Kurn



DONORS AND SPONSORS CONT.

We wish to extend our continued gratitude to the generous support of our sponsors and donors.
The list of donors below represents the period of September 1, 2023 through December 31, 2024.

Demi-Soloist $250-$499
Kath Hartsell

Sharon Jennings

Samantha Marshall

Calvin Over

Ann B. Patton

Tiffany Perry

Kevin & Patl Pettit

MNeil & Maxwell Pettit

Thomas Pizzuti & Jenny Andersson
Joseph T. Rainey

The Smith Family

Mary (Polly) Wall

Mary Worrell

Corps de Ballet $100-$249

Anonymous (7x)

Robert Bailey

Crace Baljon & Dan Maloof
Robin Beaupre

Rabin Block Devin
Cynthia Brown

John Burnap

Jason Caminiti

Susan & Douglas Carlson
Colleen Cavanaugh, M.D.
Peggy & Mike Chella
Anmarie Ciccolo

Noemi Cruz Lymon
Anthony deGuzman
Catherine Dernning
Christine Edmonds
Charles Ell

Sherry Fatla

Lavinia Cadsden
Adrienne Cardner
Dylan Ciles

Caral Grant

Christine Hlavka
Deborah & Alan Hubbard
Mancy Iredale

Shirley Kayne

Daniel Kertzner
Madeline Klein

Jennifer Laurelli

Mark Levesque

Mrs. Clinton N. Levin
Susan May

Elaine & Barry McCorrmick
Mary & Warren McGoldrick
Adam Miller

Dana & Michael Nolfe
Deb Peacock

Sophia Jayne Pellegring
Sharon Petrarca

Janice Rabinowitz

Lizzie Riley & Ellen Cook
Liz Rose A'Vant

David Rottenberg
Christopher Schmid

Lisa & Eric Shorr

Scott & Monica Shuler
James Singleton

Dr. Benjamin Smith

Torie Solomon

Richard Solomon

Jim Spears & Alita Marks
Leslie Timmons

Karen Trinkle

Paul Whitney

Shawnda Wilkinson Laffitte
Nicholas Yarnold
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Laurine Ryan Perry
Eve Rounds
Co-Chairs

Ana Caronel
Vice Chair

Richard Saltzman
Treasurer

Maria Montanaro
Secretary

BALLET SOCIETY

“SHUBERT = Southcoast
FOUNDATION e,

Health

Bianca Bator
Councilman John Concalves
Janet Gaoff

Betsy Keady

Bhilip Kydd

Joe Nauman

Dana Alexander Nolfe
Stefan Petrella

Randy Rosenbaum
Don Wineberg

Eric Rietveld

Passionate and longtime supporters of Ballet Rl make up the Ballet Society, a newly formed
group of active and dedicated patrons who support the future of the arts in our community.

To inguire about Joining the Ballet Society, contact 401-432-6064,

Joan Abrams

Bob and Roberta Andreazzi
Collesn Cavanaugh

Anne Earle

Gail Higgins Fogarty
Stephon Hourahan

Joyee Lincaln

Pamela Melsan Erskines
Marie Waiss

Santina Siena, MD

Deming and Jane Sherman
Martha Stone
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Wendy & David Dodson
Vanessa Hicks & Stephen Lane
Laurine Ryan Perry
Eve & Jon Rounds
Mayor Brett Smiley & James V. DeRentis
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Downtown Providence Park Network
Joseph R. Paolino Jr.

fcjvﬁne/" g;&mom’

Joan Abrams
Thomas Bryson
Mackenzie Calhoun .
Ana Coronel {

Molly and Jeff Goodman
Joseph Nauman
Stefan Petrella
RMO Publications

’)
Ballet Bl Company Artists Emima Cuertin & Alexandria Troianos
Fhoto by 1an Trawvie Barnard L
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ARTS CREATE
A BETTER
AND NOT

THROUGH YOUR STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS, INVESTMENT
IN ARTS AND CULTURE CONTINUES TO GROW AND THRIVE.
EVERY CITY AND TOWN CAN ATTEST TO IT.

* The Arts contribute more than $2 billion annually to the Rl economy.
* The sector employs more than 18,000 individuals.

= Rhode Island is third in the nation in the number of arts related
businesses per capita. Exceeded only by California and New York.

WHEN THE ARTS THRIVE, RHODE ISLAND BUSINESSES
FLOURISH AND SO DOES OUR ECONOMY. THE ARTS...

« Keep our restaurants full.
= Fill our parking lots and garages.
= Bring customers to our retail shops and performance spaces.

With all this economic and creative energy from our world-class arts
community, your Arts Council will never stop investing in the arts.

SUPPORT THE ARTS! WWW.ARTS.RL.GOV RISGA

Py
RHODE ISLAND STATE
COUNCIL ON THE ARTE
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OPEN REHEARSAL: Friday, May 9.- 5:
TACO CLASSICAL: Saturday, May 1
The VETS, Providence

Robert Spano, conductor "
Providence Singers, Christine Noel, Arl:lstl: Dire or
Jessica Rivera, soprano * Will I.wer nan, baritone F
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ROBERT SPANO
- CONDUCTOR
<
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2 CELLO
2
« THE RHODE ISLAND
0 PHILHARMONIC
o~ —~ S B T ORCHESTRA
S CELEBR AI'TON ¢
o™ 1 \\ ; -—-._.____...a-/___-“\

< SATURDAY
MAY 31
THE VETS | 5PM

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
401.248.7000 | BUY.RIPHIL.ORG/BALLET-RI
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Nonprofit, local journalism for
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts
thepublicsradio.org



2024-2025 SEA

MESSIAH
Handel

he beloved holiday tradition of performing one of the
n the repertoire, including a special performance on
and. Featuring the winners of our Collegiate Vocal Competition.

This program pairs household names of the past, such
as Bach and Elgar, with living composers who deserve
equal recognition for their work today, such as Dale
Trumbore and Elaine Hagenberg,

Our season closes with a pair of Requiems
from the 20" Century—one English, one French,
Both Howells and Duruflé employ lush, flowing
melodies with supportive, rich harmonies to create
a most beautiful musical experience.

TS AT RICCO.ORG

hestra () ri.civic_chorale_ricco

Funding provided in part by a grant from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, through an appropriation

m;fg by the Rhode Island General Assembly, a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts and private funders,



